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Our president, John Overton writes his 

first letter to the membership. 

Bob is barking about whatõs going on in 

Sacramento? 

CAT News needs technical articles! 

ASSCA support for CAT, scholarships, and 

job opportunities. 

CARS Conference offers valuable training 

for Instructors. 

A Variety of quality  Ads from our Industry 

supporters. 

 

 

The nifty thing about my old Jeep is that it's simple and understandable. It was built in 

1947, well before cars became electronic and computerized, complicated and inscrutable. In the 

engine compartment, the major parts are apparent, and anyone with a modicum of mechanical 

aptitude can figure out what they do and how they work.  It's an Erector set for adults. 

 

 I unbolted the starter motor and began studying it.  I was fascinated by how clever it is, 

the way it whirls a small pinion gear to the end of a shaft, where it engages the teeth of the ring 

gear on the flywheel.  Once the engine ignites, and the flywheel reaches a certain speed, the  
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 Please take the time to read the following compelling essay.  The author discusses the 

book "Shop Class as Soulcraft" authored by Matthew Crawford.  Mr. Carey describes some of 

the book and relates it to his minor repair of an old Jeep.  I believe this book should be required 

reading for all of the "A-G" Academic Purists who believe everyone needs to complete a four 

year degree in order to compete in today's world! 

 

 I'm just about done reading Crawford's book and I think it helped me understand myself 

a little better.  Like, why I was so driven to succeed as a stock car racing crew chief and the 

appreciation of the tacit skill one develops only by doing something with one's hands and doing 

it well.  As I discussed with one of my fellow automotive instructors, it's impossible sometimes 

to tell students how we knew what was wrong with a car and how we got to the answer so fast, 

at least sometimes anyhow! Many times a series of failures followed by finally succeeding 

helps us on our journey to this "mystic sixth sense" that comes with experience.  

 

ESPECIALLY WHEN ONE IS DRIVEN BY THE QUESTION, "WHY?" 

Jim Custeau  1st Past President CAT  
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